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Dr. A. P. STEWART related particulars of a, case in which,
twelve days after the rigor, a rash appeared on the arms
and throat, which, after slight desquamation, was followed
by a pustular eruption on the ha,nds and feet, with pain
and swelling. He was not aware of any similar case in
which the small-pox had been determined in so brief a
period.

After some remarks by Dr. SUTTON and the PRESIDENT
as to the difficulty of diagnosis in the cases adduced,

Dr. DuFpiN, in reply, remarked that he had been very
careful to restrict his paper to circumscribed morbilliform
and scarlatiniform rashes, as he was well aware of the
terrible importance of the haemorrhages which sometimes
complicate the more general scarlatiniform eruptions. The
diagnosis in some of these instances he thought might be
assisted by the patched distribution and greater depth of
the redness. He had recently seen another instance where
the purpuric rash had occupied the triangular space on the
thighs and abdomen.

Mr. CHUISTOPHER HEATH read notes of 11 A Case of com-
plicated Stricture of the Urethra, treated by Mr. Syme’s
Operation for Impermeable Urethra." Mr. Syme’s de-
scription of the operation was first referred to, and the
case was related as follows :-A discharged soldier, aged
twenty-eight, upon whom external urethrotomy had been
performed in India, had on impassable stricture of the
urethra, complicated with perineal nstulae, and an old false
passage of considerable length. The patient had been
under careful treatment for six months before he came
under Mr. Heath’s care; but no instrument could be passed
into the bladder, nor was Mr. Heath more successful after
several careful trials. He therefore adopted Mr. Syme’s
suggestion, and introduced a director through one of the
fistu]Ee into the urethra behind the stricture, then passed a
steel staff along the urethra and made it meet the director,
and thus enter the bladder. Instead of then cutting upon
the staff and dividing the stricture, as suggested by Mr.
Syme, Mr. Heath preferred to pass Holt’s dilator along the
urethra and split the stricture; and this was successfully
accomplished. The patient made a good recovery, and was
taught to pass his own instrument, which he continues to
do to the present time. ,0 ......

Mr. MAUNDER, remarking on the general interest of the
paper, said that patience, perseverance, and gentleness were
required in the treatment of all these cases, and that
forcible catheterism was objectionable. He objected to I
the operation described, would in such a case have per-
formed perineal section, and should be glad to know from
Mr. Heath the condition of the patient twelve months
hence.
Mr. TEEVAN remarked that the performance of external

urethrotomy without a guide was not so difficult as sup-
posed. He objected to a catheter being left in the bladder
after any of these operations, as it only tended to set up
irritation and promoted the formation of a fistula. The
catheter ought only to be passed every other day.
Mr. BARWELL saw no particular difficulty in the operation

described, and thought that Mr. Maunder had magnified
the obstacles unnecessarily.

Mr. COOPER FORSTER, adverting parenthetically to the long
discussion that had ensued, and to the remarkable difference
of opinion that existed on this point between surgeons north
and south of the Thames, thought Mr. Heath’s treatment
right and proper. If an instrument cannot be introduced
into the bladder through the natural channel, an artificial
road must of course be made. The urethra is naturally
dilated behind the stricture, and if operative procedures
were confined strictly to the median line, no great harm
could ensue. He did not believe in the If bristle " scheme ;
but

Mr. MAUNDER retorted that as, according to Mr. Heath,
urine Rowed, there must have been a passage.
Mr. HAWARD spoke in favour of puncturing the bladder

in cases of impervious stricture.
Mr. CROFT said that Mr. Heath’s case was doubtless

unique, and demanded a special style of treatment, but
that it was his practice to lay open everything, in which
plan he had been invariably successful.
Mr. REEVES gave brief particulars of two severe cases

that had come under his notice.
Mr. HEATH replied that the operation he had performed

was devised by Mr. Syme and not by himself; but he thought

that in the discussion some confusion had arisen between
this operation and Mr. Syme’s perineal section, which was
better called 11 external urethrotomy." He must say that
he thought this latter operation was not so simple or

innocent a proceeding as had been stated, for it was well
known that Mr. Syme himself had lost cases from ha-mor-
rhage.
Mr. TEEVAN related the treatment adopted in a case of

Retention of Urine from Impassable Stricture. The patient,
aged forty-six, had suffered from severe organic stricture
for ten years, and for retention with dribbling for nearly
one year. Complete retention at last set in, when he was
taken to a hospital, where, after an unsuccessful attempt
to pass a catheter, he got relief from a hot bath and medi-
cines. He afterwards came under Mr. Teevan for his com-
plaint, who tried for half an hour, without success, to pass
the smallest catheters and bougies. Another trial two days
later met with no better result. The following afternoon
complete retention set in, and at 4 o’clock the next morning
Mr. Teevan, after a quarter of an hour’s trial, succeeded in
passing the No. 1 French gauge, smallest filiform bougie.
On its withdrawal, ten minutes afterwards, a fine stream of
urine began to flow, and continued for an hour, when nearly
three quarts of urine had passed. The patient was after-
wards cured of his stricture by gradual dilatation with the
olivary bougie. Mr. Teevan remarked that he had called
the case retention from impassable stricture, as no catheter
could be passed for the relief of that retention, and he had
brought it forward to show what the bougie could accom-
plish in an apparently hopeless case for its successful em-
ployment. The occurrence of the retention facilitated the
passage of an instrument for the relief of the retention,
and for the commencement of that treatment of the cause
of the retention, which was carried out by gradual dilata-
tion, and he would therefore have been unwise to have
missed the opportunity presented by adopting such tempo-
rising means as the hot bath, &c. It was also clear that,
in this case, the bougie had obviated any recourse to an
operation. Another inestimable advantage gained by the
bougie was, that the’whole treatment had been carried out
without the loss to the patient of an hour’s work.
Mr. REEVES had tried these bougies, and had found that

they often doubled up.
Mr. MAUNDER had the highest opinion of the value of

these French bougies. Experience and skill obviated the
occurrence of the incident mentioned by Mr. Reeves.
Mr. CHRISTOPHER HEATH was afraid that, although a

filiform bougie might prove successful in Mr. Teevan’s
hands, yet most house-surgeons would probably fail with it.
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second NOTICE.]
WE concluded our first notice by a brief sketch of the

principal arguments adduced by Mr. Darwin in favour of
the origin of man from some lower animal, and in opposition
to"the idea of his being the work of a distinct and separate
act of creation, many of which being, of course, very familiar
to the members of our profession, it is unnecessary that we
should enter into any details regarding them.
The bearing of these details is, Mr. Darwin remarks,

unmistakable. "The homological construction of the
whole frame in the members of the same class is intelli-

gible, if we admit their descent from a common progenitor,
together with their subsequent adaptation to diversified
conditions. On any other view, the similarity of pattern
between the hand of a man or monkey, the foot of a horse,
the flipper of a seal, the wing of a bat, &c., is utterly in-
explicable." And he goes on to say that, looking at the
similarity of embryonic development, especially in the early
stages, and the evidence derived from the presence of rudi-
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mentary organs, we ought frankly to admit the community
of descent of man and all other vertebrate animals; and
he prophesies that the I time will before long come when it
will be thought wonderful that naturalists, who were well
acquainted with the comparative structure and development
of man and other mammals, should have believed that each
was the work of a separate act of creation." Concluding
from the above arguments, then, that there is no essential
difference between man and the higher mammals in regard
to their corporeal organisation, Mr. Darwin next proceeds to
ask whether there is any essential difference in their mental
faculties. He points ont, as circumstances strongly favouring
the view that such differences as exist are differences in Idegree only and not in kind, the similarity of our senses (
with those of animals, rendering it necessary that our funda-
mental intuitions should also be the same; the identity of Iour instincts with theirs, though veiled and modified in I

man by the action of reason; and the facility with which
proofs may be furnished of the occurrence in animals of
mental operations similar to our own, of a more or less
complex nature, as those of fear, suspicion, hatred, surprise,
sorrow, emulation, jealousy. Mr. Darwin adduces various
instances of the possession of a certain degree of what

must, we think, be admitted to be reason; and it must not
be forgotten that the highest faculties of the mind, embrac- ’,
ing self-consciousness, the power of abstract thought,
belief in God, &c., exist in a very rudimentary state

amongst many savages even at the present day, and require
considerable advance to have taken place in the mental
faculties ; but this advance probably occurred with com-
parative rapidity when speech, which is so powerful an
instrument of the mind, had been acquired. In the exercise
of even these faculties, however, man seems to differ in
degree and not in kind from the lower animals; and when
once acquired they would certainly tend to be inherited,
and to undergo further increase by imitation and experience.
In regard to the moral sense, the knowledge of right and
wrong, or conscience, which is so characteristic a feature of
man, and which, in the opinion of many, constitutes the
essential and distinguishing difference between man and all
the lower animals, Mr. Darwin lays its foundation in

sympathy, in the fact of man’s progenitor having been as
man himself now is, a social animal; and he thinks that it
is in a high degree probable that any animal endowed with
well-marked social instincts would inevitably acquire a
moral sense as soon as its intellectual powers had become
as well or nearly as well developed as in man. For the
social instincts would prompt such an animal to, feel

sympathy for its fellows, and to take pleasure in promoting
the general good of the community, whilst by degrees
regret would be felt if such promptings were neglected
for the gratification of some passing desire or instinct.
When language had once been acquired, public opinion
would be expressed, by which the mode of action of each
individual for the common good would be directed, and
obedience to this expression of public opinion would

ultimately be strengthened and promoted by habit.
In reply to the Duke of Argyll’s objection that "the

human frame has diverged from the structure of brutes in
the direction of greater physical helplessness and weak-
ness"-that is to say, it is a divergence which, of all others,
it is most impossible to ascribe to mere natural selection,-
Mr. Darwin remarks that,
"In regard to bodily size or strength, we do not know

whether man is descended from some comparatively small
specias like the chimpanzee, or from one as powerful as the
gorilla; and therefore we cannot say whether man has be-
come larger and stronger or smaller and weaker than his
progenitors. We should, however, bear in mind that an
animal possessing great size, strength, and ferocity, and

which, like the gorilla, could defend itself from all enemies,
would probably, though not necessarily, have failed to be-
come social; and this would most effectually have checked
the acquirement by man of his higher mental qualities,
such as sympathy and the love of his fellow-creatures.
Hence it might have been an immense advantage to man "
to have sprung from some comparatively weak creature."
His intellectual powers enabling him to fashion weapons
of offence and defence would, he thinks, in such cases,

counterbalance his comparative inferiority in strength.
But even granting that his progenitors were far more help-
less and defenceless than existing savages, ,if they had
inhabited some warm continent or large island, such as

Australia, or New Guinea, or Borneo (the latter island being
now tenanted by the orang), they would not have been ex-
posed to any special dangers. In an area as large as one
of these islands the competition between tribe and tribe
would have been sufficient, under favourable conditions, to
have raised man, through the survival of the fittest, com-
bined with the inherited effects of habit, to his present high
position in the organic scale.
The formation of the various races of man Mr. Darwin

thinks impossible to be accounted for by the direct action
of the conditions of life, which indeed his mental powers
enable him to battle with and overcome, nor by the effects
of the continued use of parts, nor through the principle
of correlation, but may be explained on the theory of sexual
selection, and to the consideration of this subject a great
part of the first and the whole of the second volume are
devoted. He shows by an astonishing mass of evidence
this agency to have exercised a most important influence in
almost every class of the animal kingdom, in improving the
physical strength, voice, and beauty, as well as the mental
attributes, of both sexes, though more frequently of the
male than the female; since it results essentially from the
rivalry in fighting, song, or beauty between the males for the
possession of the females. Such modifications of endowment

may actually be in some instances, as in the brilliant

plumage of many male birds, opposed to the survival of the
fittest, by rendering the owners more conspicuous, though
on the whole it may tend to the improvement of the race.
Oftentimes such sexual characters appear only in the adult
male, and in him may even be limited to the breeding
season; but they are occasionally exhibited in a subordinate
manner by the female. He traces the chief differences ob-
served in the races of man to the action of this sexual se-
lection exercised throughout many generations by both
sexes, as in the matter of colour and form.

Strange Dwellings : being a Description of the Habitations of
Animals. Abridged from 11 Homes without Hands." By
the Rev. J. G. WOOD, M.A., F.L.S., &c. With Designs by
W. F. KEYL, J. B. ZwECKEB, and E. SMITH. London:
Longmans, Green, and Co. 1871.

A FIRST-RATE book to put in the hands of a boy, and by
no means a bad one in the hands of anybody. It is clearly
written and effectively illustrated; and, considering the
nature of the subject, it could scarcely fail of being inter-
esting.

THE Islington Medical Society, at a recent meeting,
presented its Honorary Secretary, Mr. George T. Keele,
with a very handsome silver kettle, in some acknowledg-
ment of his services for several years. The present was
one that could not fail to be very gratifying to Mrs. Keele,
as well as to her husband, for, in point of fact, it was a
thing of great beauty. But those who know Mr. Keele, and
the courteous and efficient way in which he has discharged
the duties of secretary to this pleasant and useful suburban
society, are all agreed that the testimonial is a just and well
deserved one. The presentation was made in very apt
terms by Mr. Clifton, and fittingly received by Mr. Keele.


